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Keyes, Frances Parkinson The Chess Players tradition, Paul was born; and which later 

Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Dec. 1960. 533p. $4.95. became the home the famed Confederate General 

‘ld Choi Beauregard. Mrs. Keyes uses this residence her winter 
(Literary Guild headquarters and most the work this novel about 

Mrs. Keyes has special interest the story Paul Paul Morphy was done there. The novel itself has the 

orphy, world champion amateur chessplayers biography; each chapter prefaced 

the middle the nineteenth century, because the from contemporary documents. Indeed, 

Foundation has bought and restored the house which, times determine what fact and what 
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fiction, what actually happened and what has been in- 
vented the facile genius Mrs. Keyes. Most prob- 
ably, the romantic interest, the long and frustrated love 
which Paul Morphy felt for Charmian Sheppard, here 
represented beautiful blonde with business-like 
eye the “main chance” who finally realized her am- 
bitions becoming the Princess Lizin and much- 
talked about lady the high-court circles the em- 
pire Louis Napoleon Paris, fiction, least 
fictionalized. 


The story opens New Orleans with visit Paul 
Morphy’s maternal grandfather, Joseph Carpentier, 
the Ursuline Convent with offer buy part 
their land which build home, (the one now 
known Beauregard House), and ends with Paul’s 
funeral July 1884. between, Paul develops into 
genius chess, wins acclaim first his home city 
and then New York and afterwards London and 
Paris. During the Civil War was rejected for army 
service because weak health, failed win place 
aide-de-camp General Beauregard, but went 
Paris serve assistant the Confederate Com- 
missioner there, John Slidell. was early smitten 
with the beauty Charmian when she cajoled him 
into playing game blind-man’s buff with his brothers 
and cousins; paid her ardent court and was, 
thought, encouraged his suit young man, and 
was heartbroken when Charmian bluntly told him good 
looks and the ability play chess like master were 
not enough for her. During the later days his mis- 
sion Paris, Charmian again encourages his suit, but 
his sense honor and honesty prevent him from enter- 
ing into liaison with married woman, for she now 
married the powerful and wealthy Prince Lizin. 
When Charmian comes dreadful end, Paul suffers 
breakdown, returns New Orleans and ends his 
days something quietly hazy retirement. 


For those who find the details the many chess games 
Paul plays with various opponents the early half 
the book boring inscrutable, (chess not likely 
popular form relaxation with readers novels), 
there are many descriptions elegant dress and ex- 
quisite dining, many scene subtle wit dialogue 
among the men and ladies Paris society, and un- 
failing forward movement narrative. Although not 
likely popular some Mrs. Keyes’ previous 
novels, this almost certain upon the best seller 
lists for good time 1961. 
Grady, 


Spencer, Elizabeth The Light the Piazza 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 21,1960. 110p. $3.00. 
Margaret Johnson toured Italy one summer with her 
attractive daughter Clara. While Florence, Clara 
fell love with Fabrizio Naccarelli, young Florentine 
good family. very simple story; yet 110 pages, 
Elizabeth Spencer has created small masterpiece 
love and sorrow and hope. 


For Clara Johnson had had head injury the age 
ten and her mind would never develop beyond that 
point. Her mother had found opportunities the past 
explain tactfully young men her daughter’s con- 
dition; but her Italian was sketchy and the problem 
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delicate one. After meeting the senior Naccarelli and 
seeing his interest romance and possible marriage 
between his son and the wealthy American signoring 
Mrs. Johnson decided that flight was the best solution, 
trip Rome, planned erase the memory Fabri. 
zio, resulted instead childish sulking 
Clara’s part. transatlantic call from 
husband and his indignant, “They’re just after her 
money” seemed offer another solution: would 
come Florence and get Clara out this impossible 
situation. 


Yet with the morning came the realization that, 
Johnson came Florence, the whole bright dream 
Clara’s happiness would shattered. Clara 
would expected only her lovely, gentle, child. 
like self—no coping with “adult” problems, not even 
any worries about running house; everything would 
done for her. America she would always 
“that poor child,” always different, always outsider. 
long afternoon pondering brought the 
She would allow the marriage take place before her 
husband’s arrival. flurry excitement, caused 
the discovery that Clara was and Fabrizio only 23, 
threatened the dream; but the end, love conquered 
all: the love Clara and Fabrizio, but still more 
garet Johnson’s love for her daughter and 
longing see her daughter happy and beloved. 


The Light the Piazza delicate but not ephemeral; 
love story, but not sentimental; above all, masterful 
delineation woman beset conflicting emtions and 
demands, seeking her child’s happiness. Elizabeth Spen- 
cer has shown master’s touch this novel, which 
herewith recommended. 


Mary O’Connor Moriarty, 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Coccioli, Carlo The White Stone 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 30, 1960. 271p. $4.50. (Ill) 
author known simply wrote novel about 
heroic episode the Second World War. The facts 
which was based were the following: five Nazi 
soldiers had been killed railroad accident which 
was clearly act sabotage. Some members the 
Italian underground were rounded and doomed 
face the firing squad. But when Father Pic- 
cardi, the pastor the Catholic church Villanuova, 
pleaded guilty this crime their lives were saved and 
was sentenced death. 


But after the war Kurt Rauch, the German commander 
the district where the incident occurred, wrote 
letter informing him that Father Piccardi had not 
been killed but sent concentration camp, and 
result had lost his faith God. 
shocked this fact-is-stronger-than-fiction ending and 
determined find out what had happened later 
his tarnished hero. 


Piccardi, learned, had indeed been 
Germany, but had escaped with some others and 
lived for weeks like hunted animal. With the 
overseas Mexico, and died suddenly 
where the parishioners still held his name 
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tion. Those who became acquainted with Piccardi dur- 
ing these years enabled get better glimpse into 
his character and problems, but the most invaluable 
sources information turned out the ex-priest’s 
own diary and letters. proved strange story 


indeed. 


Piccardi’s unfailing kindness and deep insight into the 
minds others unconsciously drew them the God 
whom longer believed. The more perspica- 
cious his companions realized that was priest 
despite all evidence the contrary. one occasion 
God was even said have used him instrument 
the performance miracle. While working 
the printing-shop certain Mr. Page entered his life 
and tried persuade him complete his apostasy 
placing himself unreservedly the disposal the devil. 
But the ex-priest never took this fatal step, and only 
realized later that Page had been the devil himself. 
The turning-point his life came when was 
wounded while saving young man from the fury 
angry mob. result this noble deed 
received the grace return God and die peace 
with the Church. 


There are some touching scenes this book, and the 
best these the meeting wayside chapel the 
Madonna Mexico between Piccardi and Porfirio 
Galavan whom his neighbors had marked for death. 
But some adverse criticism must also made. Carlo 
Coccioli, seems, cannot write book without bringing 
homosexuality. The present novel exception 


-and contains some sordid details about this unnatural 


vice. Again from his account cannot figure out just 
why the priest should lose his faith God when his 
sentence was ccmmuted from death imprisonment. 
And finally throughout the book the author maintains 
that God does not really care for His creatures earth 
unless constantly working miracles. other 
words Coccioli would reverse the theological axiom that 
miracles are not multiplied. Certainly, the 
Vatican Council has pointed out, the Providence 
God over the human race manifested many unmis- 


takable ways. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Zermatten, Maurice Mountain Without Stars 
Helicon Press. Nov. 23,1960. 240p. $3.95. (Ila) 


the little Alpine village Sassen the mayor, Tri- 
dondane, nurses resentment against the neighboring 
town Albinen, and deeper resentment against the 
stern young priest who serves both towns the old 
church located midway between the two. winter 
Sunday, following extraordinarily heavy snowfalls, the 
Curé Fornare apocalyptically predicts disastrous ava- 
lanche and announces that leaving the church and 
rectory, which lie directly the path avalanche 
would take, take refuge Gravelon until the danger 
had passed. Tridondane angrily considers this deser- 
tion and vows never let the priest return; nor does 
relent when the avalanche crushes church and 
rectory and isolates the town Sassen. Tridondane 
prevails upon half-demented former nun, living her- 
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mit-like alone and looked upon many the villagers 
saintly old conduct prayers the 
Sunday after the disaster; then conduct funeral 
when one the men dies while working removing 
the masses snow from the road. Against advice and 
defiance the bishop, fired obstinate 
pride, the old mayor conspires add sacri- 
lege, convincing the people that this good and just 
while they await new appointment their parish. 
The climax that comes end the aberrations fright- 
fully probable this grim story, which was awarded 
the Prix Internationale Catholique and has been trans- 
lated well Salvator Attanasio. The characteriza- 
tions are superbly realized and the atmosphere high 
mountain village completely convincing. This 
different and intriguing tale that should appeal adult 
readers. 


O’Hara, John Sermons and Soda-water 
Random House. Nov. $5.95. (IIb) 


The title Mr. O’Hara’s latest published work de- 
rived from couplet somewhere Byron’s interminable 
Don Juan, suggesting dancing and laughter for the night, 
and sermons and soda-water the morning after. There 
are three long-short rather call them novelle 
—each its own tasteful binding and all boxed to- 
gether. They are, order, Girl the Baggage 
Truck,” which tells the story Chotzie Sears, movie 
entangled with wealthy promoter who derived 
from Gibbsville, Pa.; “Imagine Kissing Pete,” rueful 
reminiscence youthful cynicism and the story 
marriage for spite also set and around 
and “We’re Friends which tells what happened 
Charley Ellis and Polly Williamson and their re- 
spective marriages. all his previous work, Mr. 
O’Hara shows his remarkable talent for differentiating 
character dialogue—it seems that basically his 
dramatic writer’s talent—and for discovering the 
antics and attitudes the social set the decades 
between his own century. The accent 
sex, obsessed that generation. but the approach 
basically moral: what must restrict these highly read- 
able novelle adult readers forthright use lan- 
guage and some the situations themselves which 
need not shock mature eyes but which are not intended 
for the high-school student. (The set sent for 
review unfortunately duplicated story No. III the 
binding intended for No. but remembered that 
that story had The New Yorker Sept. 17, 
1960; check your set when you buy, just case.) 


Grady, 


Swinnerton, Frank The Grace Divorce 
Doubleday. Nov. 18, 1960. 288p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The Grace Divorce tawdry little tale set against the 
appealing background English respectability. The 
first the cast characters whom you meet the 
pages the book Mary Grace who fifty-six and 
“looking twenty years younger” views from the vantage 
point assured good life the developing situations 
involving her three children. son, Philip, who 
lives within easy distance her own lovely estate 
the country happily married the conventionally 
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adoring and docile Dulcie. Raymond Grace, another 
son, “comme ci-comme ca” painter pictures with 
poised dedication his not conspicuously 
talented, even less successful and certainly not attrac- 
tive man. Jane Grace, the beautifully blonde 
daughter the family, described possessing “ex- 
quisite élan,” carries out what seems artistic 
bent the family being dress designer. 


The tawdriness the story contributed the as- 
sorted cast characters. Raymond finds solace for his 
frustration, the lack appreciation for his art, 
Charmian, young woman obviously low estate and 
devious schemes. Charmian has managed obtain 
small part play allowing one her amorous ad- 
mirers back the production. The play dreary 
little episode the total story, but permits Mr. Swin- 
nerton introduce the theatre another the 
touches glamour with which embellishes his tale. 
Charmian involved with Mr. Hilary, French dress 
designer. She marries Raymond Grace, apparently only 
keep Mr. Hilary more easily view. Mr. Hilary 
pictured “vain, cynical, sensual, insolent, superstiti- 
ous and arrogant, libertine, seducer women, fop, 
salesman and Swinnerton consistent his 
characterization Hilary along these lines. However, 
what may construed unhappy commentary 
notes “few women could have resisted the tempta- 
tion, whatever cost, exercise power over such 
man.” Jane Grace, said, toys tremulously with 


this temptation. Mr. Hilary appears have interest 
Jane’s dress business; but his designs include the 
coldly aloof and warmly sensitive Jane.| Madame Rose, 


who ran the dress business before her death noted 
having been the mistress Tom Pamplin, who moves 
and out the story the “life-long love Jane’s 
mother, Mary.” This, just about completes the circle. 


Our confused and partial presentation the cast 
characters meant suggest the reader the con- 
fused experiences out which this tale manners and 
morals written. Include coronation, suggested 
the demands made the dress shop, studio party, 
some intellectual small talk, honeymoon Monte 
Carlo (Raymond and Charmian), funeral (Mr. 
Hilary’s mother), the crisis (Mary 
Grace’s), bedroom liaison betrayed (Hilary and Char- 
mian), outraged love (Jane’s), and suggested ad- 
justment (Jarie’s, Mary’s and Ray’s), and you will have 
fair notion the contents this book. 


The impressive list Frank Swinnerton novels attest 
that writer ability with facile pen and 
fertile mind. latest production may quickly 
read without particular profit. 


Chaplain (Col.) James Murphy, D.D., 
Army Chaplain Board, 
Fort George Meade, Maryland 


Lieberman, Rosalie 
The Man Who Captivated New York 
Doubleday. Nov. 190p. $3.50. (I) 


This incredible pastiche contribution Catholic 
fiction, for certainly not Catholic, and might 
classed fiction only insofar fiction understood 
mean opposition truth. The author has some 
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edge Catholic terminology but she seems woe. 
fully ignorant the implications the terms she uses, 
She also uses some terminology that would not used 
normal Catholics, but then her characters cannot 
considered normal Catholics. When she not 
charine, she ironical heavy-handed manner, 
suming that irony can heavy-handed. She also 
sorts folksy charm which appalled rather than ap. 
pealed this reviewer. Her style skittish and 
finable. Her proofreader, too, overlooked some 
graphical errors. 


The main character Brother Angelo, presumably 
lay brother one the friar religious orders. 
commissioned God, despite the protest his 
rary superior, rebuild church ruined hurricane, 
This situation itself compliment the 
cese New York which has very efficient building 
commission and would things considerably dif. 
ferent fashion than the author pictures. She also has 
the archbishop presumably the episcopal shepherd 
New York, prelate who apparently spends most 
his time traveling about the country, lecturing 
siastical art. Nor does this man seem have any resi- 
dence his episcopal see, for when New York, 
resides with the friars Brother Angelo’s 
nity. also never seems have time visit his 
chancery office. 


Brother Angelo, however, with the archbishop’s bless- 
ing, sets about rebuild the church—singlehanded, 
mind you—while also rebuilds souls. There is, 
doubt, some recondite symbolism involved all this, 
which eluded this reviewer. Instead was annoyed 
with Brother Angelo’s assuring platitudes which were 
worthy Billy Graham. was also irked the in- 
congruities which the Church and the religious life 
were subjected; they were equivalent those which 
Russell Janney perpetrated The Miracle the Bells. 
found the religious content this novel about 
profound that which Lloyd Douglas used achieve 
his best sellers. 


This novel may quite success, for obviously 
intended give comfort the distressed, laud sim- 
plicity character, but can have value for any 
intelligent and informed Catholic. Though meant, 
cature the same. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Morison, Elting 

Turmoil and Tradition: Study the 

Life and Times Henry Stimson 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 686p. $7.50. (Ila) 
Few Americans have given freely service this 
Republic Henry Stimson. product the seren- 
ity, novelty, and innocence the Nineteenth Century, 
gave his greatest contributions during the years 
the first half the Twentieth Century. Schooled 
the best intellectual traditions New England—Phillips 
Academy, Yale, and Harvard Law entered the 
noble profession when joined the firm 
Root and Clarke November move 
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was without doubt destined have tremendous im- 
pact his life and career. not only gave him the 
opportunity test the principles logic and order 
law school but also brought him under the 
guiding influence Elihu Root—intellectual, legal, and 
political giant New York. This turn brought him 
into close association with such progressive Republican 
leaders Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Persons, and 
Gherardi Davis. was also part responsible for his 
appointment United States Attorney for the Southern 
District New York. successful stewardship 
this post, including badly needed reorganization the 
and convictions against major business interests, 
brought him national attention first cabinet 
post—Secretary War during the Taft administration. 
Again acquitted himself excellently being respon- 
sible for complete revitalization the military estab- 
lishment well settling internal power struggle 
between bureau chiefs and the Chief Staff. The 
1912 brought the Democratic Party power 
but Stimson’s disillusionment with the Wilson program 
did not set until the President failed endorse plans 
for strengthening the Army. Yet the disillusionment 
was not complete prevent Stimson from taking 
command the 305th Field Artillery the American 
Expeditionary Force World War 


Nor did our return normalcy diminish Stimson’s 
desire for vibrant America between the Wars. 
though reestablished his position leading trial 
lawyer, continued speak out public affairs. 


Harding 1920 because felt that this was 


the only way which progressive Republican support 
the League Nations and the World Court could 
realized. While this goal was frustrated, did find 
solace serving State Department “trouble-shooter” 
Nicaragua and Governor-General the Philippine 
Islands. This latter assignment was successful that 
became Secretary State 1929. the nerve 
center our external relations was Stimson who 
made one final effort maintaining peace the cata- 
clysmic Pacific—the Stimson Doctrine non-recogni- 
tion territorial gains achieved force. 


Any other human would incapable giving addi- 
tional public service after repudiation policy and 
party the elections 1932 but Stimson’s firm belief 
the future mission America was enough offset 
any personal disappointment might have had and 
willingly accepted FDR’s nomination Secretary 
War 1940. Service country time crisis 
rose above party loyalty. The alliance militarist 
Marshall, Republican Stimson, and Democrat Roose- 
velt not only organized the American victory World 
War but helped America achieve its greatest destiny. 
This record public service wes brought close 
with his death 1950. Without doubt His life 
was part ‘the record those men who not merely 
but whose lives exemplify the things they talk 


Unfortunately this biography will not become best 
seller. Its advanced content and style will not appeal 
popular reading tastes. This indeed regretful since 
Mr. Morison, definitive biographer Admiral Sims, 
has done masterful job recreating the moods and 
temperament the times. Human experience comes 
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alive one reads the pages this volume. abounds 
with footnotes which doubtless wil! resurrect old argu- 
ments and theories relating the strength and weak- 
nesses America between the Wars. His treatment 
Stimson naturally and sympathetic but never 
out perspective his dealings with other Americans. 
Whiie popular tastes not aroused, the appetite 
the historian sharpened. 


Timothy Scully, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Lowenfels, Walter (Editor) 
Walt Whitman’s Civil War 
Knopf. Nov. 21, 1960. 336p. $5.00. 


With the Civil War centenary upon us, must expect 
deluge new collections and commentaries. Already 
the bookstores feature impressive displays. Under such 
circumstances, Walt Whitman’s Civil War should stir 
interest. The poet himself remains much vogue. 
And here are relatively unknown eyewitness accounts 
his some the most stirring scenes our history. 
Edited Walter Lowenfels, the anthology attrac- 
tively designed. Sixteen pages Winslow Homer’s 
spirited front-line sketches are effectively interspersed. 
And the passages from Whitman’s poetry that begin 
and end chapters provide not only useful transitions but 
also excellent bases for comparing the writer’s verse and 
prose treatments the same experience. 


The over-all arrangement, however, only partially sat- 
isfactory. assembling his material, Mr. Lowenfels has 
utilized great variety sources, such letters, 
paper accounts, notebocks and other collections. 
give organization his selections, has built his chap- 
ters around such subject areas Washington events, 
Negro troops, and letters Whitman’s mother. The 
individual pieces—some but paragraph, others 
several pages—are given brief headings and generally 
identified place and date. But there are other 
editorial additions and only few notes the back 
the book. 


Such system has advantages. All too many antholo- 
gies bury their author’s contributions under masses 
notes and comments. This work lets Whitman speak 
for himself. And some sections the grouping 
quite helpful. The chapter the early days the 
war, with its observations Sumter and Bull Run, 
and the later chapters the generals and Lincoln 
hold together splendidly. 


But much the work necessarily deals with Whit- 
man’s own service among the wounded the front and 
field and city hospitals. Since this naturally entails 
similarity incident, chapter classifications break 
down. Nor the maintaining kind chronologi- 
cal order within chapters much help here. The 
effect rather covering and re-covering the same 
events. 


Throughout the war, Whitman continually took notes. 
Although meanwhile publishing dispatches and other 
pieces, wanted some time bring out prose 
work recording his impressions. His object was tell 
his countrymen about the “real war,” the hard-fought, 
disease-ridden struggle that was “quadrille ball- 
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room.” Although never fully realize this ambition 
his lifetime, accumulated much valuable ma- 
terial. 


has splendid descriptive pieces. Particularly mem- 
orable his account the Chancellorsville battle 
May 12, 1863. His vivid evocation fresh-smelling 
foliage, “the woods, the writhing 
groups and squads, the cries, the din, the cracking guns 
and pistols,” all intermingled with the groans the dy- 
ing, war writing its best. Revealing too are his 
lively panoramic pieces New York and Washington 
under wartime stress. And has left fine short studies 
such courageous soldiers poor young Thomas 
Haley and the indomitable Sergeant Harlowe. Not all 
passages live the book jacket’s epithet “magnifi- 
cent.” Some are commonplace, others merely chatty 
observations concern primarily the parties in- 
volved. But the best selections are very good indeed. 


for Whitman himself, emerges kindly, sensi- 
tive man, with strong patriotic feelings, willing 
through great deal aid the suffering. also seems 
have been somewhat ahead his age realizing 
that mind and spirit needed help much the shat- 
tered body. the same time, the very self-conscious- 
ness and awareness that make him gifted writer leave 
him sometimes sounding self-righteous and smug. 
always advertising the enormous value his own 
services and notes frequently the “fascination” even 
grim scenes have for him. 


But the services rendered were desperately needed. 
Bringing the wounded boys, many them teen-agers, 


apple cooling raspberry drink, writing their 
notes and letting them talk, was clearly merciful 
work. And his account, whatever its minor faults, 
points with heartbreaking vividness the grief be- 
neath war’s gallant show. 


Joan Thellusson Nourse, 
Seton Hall University 


Teller, Walter Five Sea Captains 
Atheneum. Nov. 21,1960. 431p. $7.95. 

Five reprint extracts from the 
books five Yankee skippers, with thumb-nail sketch 
each. 


Captain Amasa Delano’s “Voyage the Ship Per- 
severance” describes trip around Cape Horn 
the winter 1799-1800 and the events the following 
months along the coast Chile. The most important 
these was the the Spanish Tryal 
after had been seized mutinous slaves. Delano’s 
book the source Melville’s better known Benito 
Cereno. 


Captain Edmund Fanning’s “First Voyage Round the 
World Commander” the story the trip the 
brig Betsey which required almost two years. Fanning 
believed the first trip around the world 
American vessel, manned entirely Americans. 
was not quite when completed the trip 1799. 
Captain Richard Cleveland’s “First real- 
ity, the story three voyages, which Cleveland, 
captain 22, parlayed $2,000 into more than $70,000. 
Merchant captains those days were often smart 


traders! The first voyage, 1797, was from Havre 
the Cape Good Hope cutter-sloop only 
tons with crew, including the captain, only five, 
The second was from Canton Alaska midwinter 
for cargo furs. The third was from point near 
Calcutta Mauritius. 


Captain George Coggleshell’s the Pilot-Boat 
Schooner Sea-Serpent” the story trip from New 
York, around Cape Horn, Peru. The Sea-Serpent 
was sold there. Coggleshell’s travels, made his 
way back New York way Panama, complete 
the narrative. 


Captain Joshua Slocum’s “The Voyage the Aquid- 
neck” the story trip South One 
difficulty followed another Argentina and Brazil, 
minating with the loss the ship Brazil. Slocum 
then built the 34-foot Libertad which, with his 
wife and two sons, one only eight and too young 
any real assistance, made the more than 
mile trip home. 


Walter Teller, who selected these five stories most 
representative our writer-captains noted “Except for 
the titles and handful initialed footnotes, nothing 
has been added, nothing deleted, and only few 
changes made.” Slocum’s comment that wrote with 
hand “that has grasped the sextant more often than 
the plane pen” could also applied the others. 
The details position, locations dangers 
tion and sailing directions necessary ship-masters 
the time not make for easy reading and the book 
would much more enjoyable had many them been 
omitted, especially Delano’s story which, coming first 
the book, may well lead many lay the book aside, 
unfinished, rather than labor through much detail, 
which would pity the book contains much 
interest. 


Our writer-captains had much tell and, the 
whole, they told well. 


Moses, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kerouac, Jack Lonesome Traveler 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 183p. $4.50. (Ila) 


would not true say that Jack Kerouac has 
appeared from the American literary scene. But all 
fairness should stated that his fire appears have 
flamed brightly and has recently been more the 
nature bed embers. have always suspected that 
any talented Beatnik would write himself right out 
the movement when success poured cash into erstwhile 
empty pockets. Saint Francis just doesn’t seem 
with the best sellers lists. Lonesome Traveler only 
bright coal the bed embers feel that most 
fortunate fire indeed. The book gathering together 
many travel pieces which appear various mag 
zines, covering the time when Kerouac was laborer 
the California Railroads, when worked the 
steamer, and when turned various interesting 
portions the world. 


Unquestionably Kerouac one the most inquisitive 
all modern digs out interesting people, 
and somehow makes them come very much the 
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few patches conversation sprinkled throughout the 
book. the same magic touch one finds The 
Road. difficult assess the philosophy that 
thrown out Kerouac almost every page, since his 
basic belief appears violent attack upon all con- 
formity and equally violent attack upon all consist- 
ency, even his own. confess, however, that be- 
ginning find Kerouac certain magic approach 
ideas, similar that which one finds Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. that consoling feeling that you dis- 
agree with everything says the page you are read- 
ing, you need only have little patience. few 
pages you will come across other ideas that are all 
yours. Like they say about the Chicago weather. 


For sheer virtuousity writing and for touch magic 
traveling, commodity which hard come 
today, think Lonesome Traveler fine friendly book 
for cold evening. 


O’Gorman 
Caidin, Martin Black Thursday 
Dutton. Oct. 14,1960. 320p. $4.95. (Ila) 


October 14, 1943, the gradual falling cold 
and foggy fall evening England, stood with many 
others along the perimeter Air Base England 
and watched the remnants the 92nd Bomb Group 
peel off for landing our home base. The first planes 
were firing red flares, and most the others were 
pretty well shot up. the planes which had been 


dispatched the mission, had reached their target, 


were shot down over enemy territory, and had 
crash-landed Air Base. This was the 
return flight from the second trip Schweinfurt. 
the time thought was tragic; the following day 
knew was disastrous. Martin Caidin’s Black 
Thursday the story that 


The first mission Schweinfurt had been plagued with 
trouble, and had also been plagued with bad weather 
and crews that talked too much after the take-off. This 
second mission had one enemy, and the enemy was 
Germany—in the form vicious fighter attacks and 
marvelously accurate flak. Caidin’s story the incred- 
ible story the 8th Air Force pilots who knew soon 
they crossed the continental line that this would 
impossible mission, but who never suspected that 
they ought turn back. ever mission should have 
discouraged daylight bombing, this was it. But the day- 
light bombing continued. 


large portion Caidin’s book told the exact 
words the men who flew the mission. Another 
sizable portion study the whole theory day- 
light precision bombing. should have been most 
successful book, given such cast characters and 
such story tell. Unfortunately the book does not 
seem catch fire. sure that few men will read 
this book with the eager anticipation that put into it. 
dragged me, afraid the reader who has 
emotional commitment this battle may find quite 
boring. suspect should have been cut about 100 
pages. Somehow does not seem right spend more 
time over book than the men spent over Germany. 


O’Gorman 


McManus, Virginia Not for Love 
Putnam. Oct. 21, 1960. 288p. $3.95. 


Readers the New York tabloids will recall the name 
Virginia McManus from the headline couple 
years ago: “School Marm V-Doll.” Not for Love 
the story how the headline came about and what 
happened afterwards. 


Employed teacher small private school near 
Chicago, Miss McManus faced with two problems: 
accumulation bills, including tuition fees for her 
doctoral studies, and the nagging her mother im- 
prove her social There seems way 
sight change her lot financially socially when Holt 
Jeffers, the enterprising parent one her students, 
suggests that she could make some quick money being 
fixed with men conventions and business meet- 
ings. Virginia thinks over: “It was the honest way 
conduct such affairs, but now that was offered 
frightened had idea could sound cold. 
thought about bills and overdue notices. ‘But 
try, This will get through doctorate 
and it’s nobody’s business but own.” 


From this turning point the narrative, Miss Mc- 
Manus tells becoming established the world’s old- 
est profession New York, the business methods her 
colleagues, the verification Edward Murrow’s ex- 
pose big business and sex, the lies that detectives 
the Vice Squad and newspaper reporters tell about the 
girls, prison conditions where Miss McManus served 
time, and her final release with the decision turn 
writing career because she would never able 
return teaching enter any other legitimate pro- 
fession for which she might have aptitude. 


Miss McManus’ book substantially reportorial. When 
she concludes saying that “not every writer has had 
the same postgraduate course human nature,” one 
knows the facts she learned, but one wonders about the 
principles. 

George Perry, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


O’Connor, Frank Shakespeare’s Progress 
World. Nov. 18, 1960. 191p. $3.50. 


Frank O’Connor’s new book, Shakespeare’s Progress, 
gives further evidence the versatility man who 
has written some the finest prose works the twen- 
tieth century. 


Not content with his accomplishments the fields 
the short story, biography, novel criticism and (briefly) 
drama, has written this newest book some the 
most provoking, controversial and opinionated Shake- 
spearean criticism the past thirty years. also 
manages write clearly and write well—two fea- 
tures singularly absent from the corpus modern liter- 
ary criticism. 

O’Connor, his Preface, has clearly little time for the 
modern “new critics” school criticism which for all 
its insistence the literary work absolute artistic 
entity, understandable vacuum, very often ignores 
the full impact the work, because ignores the age 
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which the work was written and the influence the 
age the author and, inevitably, the work itself. 
takes the position the biographical-historical- 
literary critic: 
Within short time literature becomes aspect history 
and after few hundred years begins become unintelligible, 
Chaucer, all intents and purposes, has become unintel- 
ligible, and Shakespeare fast becoming unintelligible any 
but students. The reader who wishes get the full enjoy- 
ment out Shakespeare must saturate himself the point 
identification with Shakespeare, the butcher’s apprentice 
from Stratford, who having got into trouble with big- 
wig, made for London and became vagabond player ill- 
written plays; who learned late life that could write 
the plays much better than anyone else ,and, having acquired 
little fortune, returned his birthplace play the gentle- 
man amongst those who had looked down him. 
Now, such critical point view interesting, but 
dangerous one, especially the case Shakespeare. 
First all, know all too little about his life and, 
secondly, extremely difficult, not impossible, 
say with certainty just where Shakespeare the man 
breaks into the work Shakespeare the playwright. 
O’Connor therefore and think often justifiably so, 
open the charge reading into the plays and sonnets 
autobiographical material which may not that all. 
Such statements “The work every great writer 
certain extent allegory his passage through 
may have some truth it, but devilishly 
hard thing demonstrate. Only Corkman could 
undertake it. 
Basically, the book consists O’Connor’s insights into 
the plays and sonnets and these insights have varying 
value. always the layman and deep lover the 
Shakespearean drama who, almost aggressively, goes out 
meet the scholar his own terms—with the added 
weapon the creative touch which the scholar seldom 
possesses. Further, many his opinions are based 
close textual analysis which gives evidence 
amazing memory and familiarity with the body 
Shakespearean dramatic writing. traces Shake- 
speare’s dramatic development from the early sonnets 
(to which attaches very strong autobiographical 
influence) the “misanthropic” stages his career 
the Lear, Hamlet, Macbeth, Antony and Cleopatra 
plays and, finally, Winter’s Tale and The Tempest 
which kind old-age stoicism presents itself, ac- 
cording the author. 
What those plays may said represent stoicism; the 
stoicism the old fighter with his back the wall. 
though the last drop Christian feeling, faith here- 
after, and the ultimate justification truth and mercy had 
been squeezed out and replaced that shadow classical 
philosophy had found Montaigne with its good-humored 
Latin shrug the shoulders which Shakespeare, the island- 
man, half Celt, half Teuton, could never emulate. 


added difficulty the book’s brevity—only 191 
pages and not nearly enough support many the 
author’s undeniably controversial viewpoints: 
Shakespeare’s authorship Edward III, Julius Caesar 
“purely political” play, Othello “high tragedy, 
based the scenario comic opera,” Troilus and 
Cressida contemporary political allegory. These 
are staggering assertions and could only come from this 
Corkman who wields intelligent but firebrand criti- 
cal pen. 

Over twenty years ago, Frank O’Connor turned out 
life Michael Collins which received precious little 
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attention but which remains sentimental favorite 
his works. it, made the brilliant, stormy 
and versatile character the one genius the Irish 
revolution come alive uncanny manner. never 
realized until read Shakespeare’s Progress how much 
alike Collins and O’Connor himself are. Each has the 
constant ashes genius with the corresponding 
sive but charming capacity for error. 
Progress not perfect book any more than 
Collins and, yes, Shakespeare are perfect men. But 
easily penetrating most modern Shakespearean 
criticism and infinitely better written. will remain 
not monument scholarship, (which was never 
meant be), but indication the heights 
which the non-professional scholar can attain his 
perception the intricacies Shakespearean drama, 
and another accomplishment for this 
writer who will read long after the bells Shandon 
have soured. wholeheartedly recommended, es- 
pecially the undergraduate approaching the 
spearean drama for the first time with awe and under- 


standable uneasiness. 
William Lynch, 


Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Bergaust, Erik Reaching for the Stars 
Doubleday. Dec. 2,1960. 407p. $4.95. 


There was corny joke around couple years ago 
about the Sputnik that passed Vanguard Satellite 
orbit, and though their sponsors had little common, 
least the two rockets were still civilized enough 
say “Gut Morgen” each other. they did, the Van- 
guard spoke with the accents man called Wernher 
von Braun. Reaching for the Stars the story this 
man and his work. 


The world first came know von Braun disas- 
trous day during the Second World War when 
weapon called the V-2 came hurtling out the 
heavens over London and brought with promise 
new terror from the already bloody hand Hitler. For 
months the city London and much the surround- 
ing countryside walked quiet fear the silent death 
that had been spawned small experimental station 
Peenemunde the Baltic Sea, where von Braun 
and his associates had gathered perfect the first 
nificant rockets and missiles the twentieth century. 


They did their work well. 


When the war ended, von Braun and his scientific 
ciates were gathered Bavaria make their surrender 
the Americans more certain, and make sure that 
the team that produced the V-2 would not disappear 
from world which was going most interested 
furthering the work Peenemunde. Bergaust recounts 
the story the gathering the scientists, the selection 
the team that was come America, courtesy 
the Ordnance Section the Army, the first efforts 
this country, the massive resistance the program 
many the higher heads, and finally the 
gram that produced our first space satellite. 


The book could not possibly dull. Von Braun’s life 
spans the two great conflicts the past twenty-five 
years, the military conflict World War, and the 
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Scientific Conflict the post war years. each 


was dramatic soldier. But Bergaust brings his bio- 


graphical study von Braun’s works and ideas the love 
man who believes his subject, knows his life and 
mind, and understands the vast nature the undertak- 
ing von Braun has become intimately connected with 
both Germany and America. informative, pro- 
disturbing. know your satellites, don’t 
miss it. 


Woodward, Helen The Lady Persuaders 
Obolensky. Nov. 23,1960. 189p. $3.95. 


Helen Woodward, wife the historian, Wood- 
ward, has been associated with women’s magazines 
much her life. She established special circulation 
departments “Circles” unwary mem- 
bers) for McCall’s, Woman’s Home Companion and 
Pictorial Review. Later, advertising account ex- 
ecutive, she bought space women’s periodicals. She 
knows personally many the men and women asso- 
ciated with these periodicals, and has watched their 
rise and fall. She thus the ideal person write this 
acidulous history women’s magazines from Godey’s 


Lady Book Women’s Day. 


Mrs. Woodward writes with affection Sara Josepha 
Hale, the courageous widow who 1828, established 
pattern for women’s periodicals which survives today 
(iron hand velvet glove, persuasion, flattery, educa- 
tion, polite command and useful technical informa- 
tion). Mrs. Hale was the mother women’s journal- 
1889 became 
editor the Ladies’ Home Journal and made gold 
mine raising the level its fiction, espousing 
causes (his crusade was instrumental the passage 
pure food and drug legislation) and deliberately set- 
ting out improve the public taste. 


Mrs. Woodward traces the influence the paper pat- 
tern, devised Ellen Butterick 1863, not only upon 
women’s journalism (out Mrs. Butterick’s revolu- 
tionary idea issued Delineator, McCall’s, Pictorial Re- 
view, Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue) but upon American 
social history general. 


The Lady Persuaders analyses the lean years the 
50’s, when Woman’s Home Companion was forced out 
business with circulation over million, and 
describes the rise the Specialty periodicals, such 
Seventeen, Charm and Parents and the newest 
money maker, the chain store monthly, e.g., Woman’s 
Day. 

Although Helen Woodward admits that wornen’s mag- 
azines have influenced the manners, fashions and taste 
American women, not entirely for the worse, she 
finds their overall approach trivial, pretentious; and, 
matters medicine and sex, misleading and sometimes 


meretricious. 
Genevieve Casey, 


Detroit, Michigan 


Kilpatrick, James Jackson The Smut Peddlers 
Doubleday. Nov. 18, 1960. 323p. $4.50. 


The smut peddlers have always found ready market 
for their merchandise but today the obscenity racket 
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big business. The alarming thing that the purveyors 
filth, not content with the patronage those whose 
depravity well established, now seek the corruption 
the young. The Post Office Department estimates 
that nearly one million minor children are being so- 
licited each year mail-order houses specializing 
dirty pictures. Postmaster General Summerfield testify- 
ing before congressional committee declared: “Ruth- 
less mail-order merchants filth are violating the 
homes the nation defiance the national govern- 
ment. They are callously dumping into the hands 
our children, through our mail-boxes home, unor- 
dered lewd material, well samples soliciting the 
sale even more objectionable pictures, slides, films 
and related filth.” The names are obtained from school 
publications, year books, youth club directories, and the 
like. some cases the young people solicited had re- 
sponded advertisements for pocket knives, air rifles, 
cameras, rare coins, postage stamps, and on. The 
come-on letters followed upon receipt such articles. 
The letters are the “Hi, Billy!” type. Excerpts: 
think have the kind photos you want.” believe 
completely nude girl work art and have many 
4x5 photos prove it.” “Please write even you just 
say hello.” The letters signed Nina, Vicky, Linda 
Bettie are calculated bring reply even order 
enclosed. The sex merchants want verify the name 
and address for other and more provocative letters will 
follow. 


Complaints from irate parents resulted 14,000 in- 
vestigations Post Office inspectors 1959. For 
number reasons they have not had notable success. 
For one thing, there are thouands mail-order firms 
the obscenity business. Each one operates under 
many twenty front names. the time the postal 
authorities close the front has changed its name and 
business address. For another thing, the dealers use 
first-class mail which cannot opened transit 
the inspectors. Fines when imposed are not suffi- 
cient deterrent but are counted ordinary business 
expense. 


Mr. James Jackson Kilpatrick, editor the Richmond 
News Leader, has conducted his own survey mail- 
order sex, and the results should arouse public indigna- 
tion. Using number pseudonyms answered ad- 
vertisements and obtained first hand information about 
the modus operandi the sex peddlers. was obvious 
that his name had been placed mailing list and 
had been purchased company other than the one 
had addressed. Within month was receiving 
unsolicited material from far away Copenhagen. 


The extent the smut business not, however, Editor 
Kilpatrick’s major concern. For the most part his book, 
The Smut Peddlers, survey legal opinion from 
1915 the present about what constitutes obscenity. 
The Roth-Alberts case treated considerable length 
because that involves decision the Supreme Court 
the United States. Both Roth and Alberts conducted 
mail-order businesses, Roth New York and Alberts 
California. Both were convicted under obscenity 
laws and both attacked the constitutionality obscenity 
legislation appeal the First Amendment which 
declares that, “Congress shall make law—abridging 
the freedom speech the press.” The Court 
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merged the two cases and June 24, 1957, Mr. Justice 

Brennan delivered the majority opinion: 
The dispositive question whether obscenity utterance 
within the area protected speech and press. Although 
this the first time the question has been squarely presented 
this Court, either under the First Amendment under 
the Fourteenth Amendment, expressions found numerous 
opinions indicate that this Court has always assumed that 
obscenity not protected the freedoms speech and 


press. 
third part the book Mr. Kilpatrick deals with 
problems censorship. reviewes the case for and 
the case against and then takes his own position 
middle ground. His opinions, this reviewer least, 
seem valid and reasonable. 
James McDonough, 


St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dufour, Charles The Night the War Was Lost 
Doubleday. 427p. $4.95. (I) 


Despite the sensational title, this scholarly, well- 
researched, and engrossing account the capture 
the city New Orleans Farragut. Mr. Dufour, one 
the founders the Civil War Round Table New 
Orleans, has been newspaper man and has lectured 
the Civil War Tulane. this book, both the 
scholar and the reporter are given full play, and the 
result resounding success. 

The great expedition against the Crescent City was one 
the most ambitious and best prepared all the 
Union ventures during the war. 15,000 troops were 
earmarked for the purpose and huge fleet and great 
quantities stores were provided. The Union expedi- 
tion was brilliantly and inspirationally led Flag Of- 
ficer Farragut and his subordinates cooperated nobly. 
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Even the usually unpredictable Ben Butler and the 
jealously ambitious David Porter subordinated their per. 
sonalities the success the movement. contrast, 
the action the Confederate States Government 
defense their greatest port seems uncoordinated and 
treacherous its inefficiency. For several months 
after the firing Sumter, nothing was done secure 
New Orleans. When the Confederacy finally moved, 
was only send the superannuated Gen. David 
Twiggs bumble around amid the complacent planters, 
All too late Gen Mansfield Lovell was sent prepare 
the defenses the city and the Mississippi delta, 
Despite Lovell’s energy and resourcefulness, there was 
not enough time and the Confederacy was cut 


The climax the book comes, course, the night 
April 23-24, this gale-wind night, 
ragut ran past the forts St. Philip and Jackson; from 
that moment, was simply case mopping the 
gunboats the Confederates had the lower river. The 
fall New Orleans was inevitable once the Federal 
fleet successfully passed the big guns the forts. Here 
became apparent that the northern victory was 
sible only because the timing the attack. Had 
Farragut delayed few weeks, the Confederates would 
have completed the two great warships Mississippi and 
Louisiana. Those ironclads would have been the 
mightiest ships afloat and alone could have destroyed 
Farragut’s squadron and raised the Union blockade 
Southern ports. Although these battleships were prom- 
ised for January, they were still late April. 
Other problems beset the defenders the mouth the 
Mississippi: troops were continually ordered the 
north help the armies Tennessee; many naval 
vessels were sent upriver, whence the invasion was ex- 
pected come, and many guns which could have 
helped the forts were sent less important fronts. 
the passage the forts, fate seemed take hand 
also. The river was unusually high and the debris car- 
ried the rushing waters twice broke through obstruc- 
tions set hinder the passage the enemy fleet. Some- 
how, there was confusion the southern chain 
command, that the Louisiana was unable even 
lend its guns floating battery impede the progress 
the attackers. Unaccountably, there was mass 
releasing the fireships light the river and 
cause confusion and burning the invaders. 
Davis unfairly held Gen Lovell responsible for the loss 
the city and consistently refused him court in- 
quiry for about two years after the disaster. 

case can made out for Antietam, Vicksburg, 
Gettysburg the crucial point the Civil War. This 
book’s last chapter makes fine case for the capture 
New Orleans the pivotal point. This intensely 
interesting, stirring, suspenseful history. 
confidence the book can recommended all. 


Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Downey, Fairfax 

Storming the Gateway: Chattanooga, 1863 
McKay. Nov. 11, 1960. 303p. $5.50. (1) 
This history the campaign and around Chattanooga 
during the Civil War contains many interesting side- 
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war was waged those days: e.g., was 
the first time that many troops both sides were 
transported the scene battle railroad; was 
one the last times that the battleflags the 
regiments played such important part kindling 
the courage the infantrymen storming impregnable 
positions; the telegraph, too, had important part 
play both sides, since Washington and Richmond 
were gravely concerned with the outcome the 
When Rosecrans’ nerve failed after the near 
disaster Chickamauga, Washington was quick ap- 
Grant the new commander. the other 
hand, Jefferson Davis seems have allowed personal 
Bragg have him keep that general com- 
mand over the protests all his subordinate officers 
and especially Longstreet and Forrest. This distrust 
Bragg his subordinates seems have seeped down 
the rank and file, that for once the Confederates 
were outmatched bravery. 


This campaign, course, was the utmost strategic 
importance. With the fall Vicksburg and the stale- 
mate Gettysburg, was necessary open the back- 
door the Confederacy and isolate Virginia and the 
Carolinas, opening the way for march through 
Georgia, and cut off supplies meant for the Army 
Virginia. Most the high-ranking officers both 
sides knew each other’s peculiarities from the War 
against Mexico and this tended make the battles 
very even. the first stages the campaign, Rose- 
crans brilliantly outwitted Bragg and easily secured 
Chattanooga; but Bragg had prepared trap which led 
tonear disaster Chickamauga where the Union forces 
were saved the heroic stand Thomas. Bragg, 
however, instead exploiting his victory attacking, 
hoped starve the Union forces beseiged Chatta- 
nooga. When this plan failed, his fate was sealed. The 
Union forces under Grant resumed the offensive, win- 
ning the battles Lookout Mountain and Missionary 


Ridge. 


Over one-third this volume devoted the supple- 
mentary notes. Not only are there the standard bibli- 
ographies, maps, illusrations, photographs and notes for 
the chapters; but pages are devoted 
kind saga the campaign—poems, verses and songs 
that reflect every mood the soldier from gay grave. 
Also included are the military manuals’ instructions 
how fire rifle, the roster the military organiza- 
tions both sides and citations for bravery. such, 
this book for Civil War buffs, particularly for Union 


partisans. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University 


Blacker, Irwin and Harry Rosen (Editors) 
The Golden Conquistadores 
Bobbs-Merrill. Nov. 21, 1960. 383p. $5.95. 
the greatest adventure story Christian times—the 
discovery, exploration, and settling the Western 
hemisphere—the Spaniards played the most romantic 
tole. The American (or, the Spanish say more ac- 
curately, the North American) reader his own his- 


tory usually gets sparse introductory chapter 


Columbus, Balboa, Cortes, DeVaca, Coronado, and De- 
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Soto, and comes away with superficial impression. 
Here each one these men speaks for himself, and 
what story they have tell! single one their 
letters surpasses all the poems and romantic fiction they 
have abundantly inspired. The Black Legend, (origi- 
nated, learn here, themselves their vigorous 
criticism each other), has stimgatized these men 
cruel and avaricious. They were; but they were also 
brave, kind, and religious. Americans this century 
must learn admire other peoples, and there 
better place begin than with our Latin neighbors 
the south. They wrote the Iliad and Odyssey Ameri- 
can history, and pass over omit one the 
supreme adventures all human history. 


North Americans have been attracted before this 
story; Prescott, hundred years ago, wrote their story 
four sizeable volumes; Washington Irving loved 
Spain. Perhaps there was something akin these 
Spaniards the optimistic and romantic views the 
early nineteenth century Americans. need their 
spirit today, and these letters blow like strong wind 
through the pale realism contemporary writing. 
What makes the present work good that main- 
original documents. does not add anything new 
scholarship, but selects and correlates these pieces 
with running commentary which binds them into 
connected whole, beginning with Balboa, who came 
boy the new world 1501, and extended the 
death DeSoto 1542. Pizarro, perhaps for the 
better, omitted. From all the others, have 
their own words record which sounds like fiction, 
fable, what you will, but which straight truth— 
or, distorted, the editor clears the record. 


makes marvellous reading and worthy place 
any library. The conquistadors were different type 
from the pious French, the businesslike English. They 
were fighting men, hidalgos, with high code honor 
and courage that surpasses belief. They were guilty 
crimes, but were merciless each other the 
Indians punishing wrong doing. savage and 
corrupted people they brought the arts government, 
the truths religion, the sciences civilization. And 
they did not exterminate them. Where the Spanish 
settled, the Indians today make integral part 


the population, fact not true more northern areas. 
The conquistadors were not always superior posi- 


tion, despite better arms. was their spirit, their 
imagination, their religious conviction, and their un- 
conquerable courage which gave them the upper hand. 
These are qualities which North Americans need today 
(and terrible spots), what handful Christian 
Europeans could before entire nations and un- 


known continent. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, D.C. 


Betjeman, John Summoned Bells 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 28,1960. 97p. $3.00. 


The British poet, John Betjeman, has selected the 
rhythms blank verse capture the moods and tones 
his newest song—his autobiography. His melody 
lovely, his tune haunting, his lyrics are true. 


368 


The New Yorker magazine printed goodly part this 
autobiography verse. Now its readers, plus readers 
his Collected Poems, welcome innumerable new 
readers this latest work swell the ranks Betje- 
men admirers. This deserved acclamation. 


The poet has recaptured that “first fine careful rap- 
ture” his boyhood, early manhood, family, school 
days, and college years. This has done with pas- 
sionate objectivity remarkable for its lack maudlin 
sentimentality—the usual ingredient autobiography. 
Instead, his clear poetic eye observes reality its proper 
dimensions with refreshing singleness not blurred 
those romantic reminiscences endemic inferior versi- 
fiers. being true his art, Mr. Betjeman true, not 
only his own past, but the past Youth itseli— 
notably English youth. 

poetically mapping his progress from the world’s 
opening Middlesex quiet the opening world 
Oxford, Mr. Betjeman will open his readers’ eyes the 
delightful realities English countryside and the 
inner realities English youth. Both are distinctly 
unique; both are presented the uniquely distinct lines 
that chime clearly with the Church Bells and the 


ring his poetic calling. 
Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Vigdorova, (tr. Rose Prokofieva) 
Diary Russian Schoolteacher 
Grove. Oct. 5,1960. 256p. $5.00. 


Timeliness characteristic this book. Just when 
have read and heard much about the high quality 
Russian education, the Soviet educational budget, 
the strict, regimented, almost inhumane Russian edu- 
cational system, there published the diary twen- 
ty-three-year-old kindly teacher the fourth form. 
account young pedagogical institute graduate 
who afraid meet her first class but under the super- 
vision enlightened, wise principal grows into 
dedicated teacher, one who believes love and under- 
standing. 

While the narratives are uneven interest, there are 
outstanding instances her difficulty understanding 
and interacting with troublesome pupils and parents. 
There were the problems Dima, the student who was 
lonely, friendless, and hateful; there was the haughty, 
affluent mother Lyova who had reckoned with; 
Sasha who stole and Kolya the typical behavior prob- 
lem. The problems these children were met with 
remarkable insight and treated with love and respect. 
Insight accomplishes little not followed 
prudent approach the individual. Marina Niko- 
layevna possessed both. 


the school person this country the humaneness 
and interpersonal skill this teacher the most im- 
portant revelation the work. Other points real 
interest are the high cultural values held education 
and the profession teaching, the ideals and values 
society found the curriculum, the 
frequent use audio-visual aids and the dedication 
the pupils such state organizations the Pioneers 


and Komsomol. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Zelayeta, Elena 

Prentice-Hall. Nov. $3.95. 

“Always act were impossible fail, and 
will see you through.” This strong faith 
Zelayeta’s was born and strengthened moments 
despair deep that one time she convinced 
that God had punished her beyond her 
Elena the story woman’s rebellious 
accept the restrictions blindness and her 
achieve success mother, author, teacher 
and business woman, but primarily, person. The 
sophisticated reader might refer Elena corn. 
is, beautiful corn—tall and straight. 


Elena Loshuertos Zelayeta was not born 
came with her family—five children 
San Francisco vacation. While they were 
United States, the Madero Revolution broke out and 
made impossible for the Loshuertos return 
home Mexico. They were stranded 
country with very little money and more knowledg 
the English language than that which 
Elena had learned boarding school Mexico 
Elena assumed the responsibility family interprete 
and developed strong sense protectiveness. Despite 
the hardships poverty, the family was happy 
and Elena inherited from her father love 
and friends, laughter and song and dance. She 
ried man who loved eat, and during those firs 
months marriage she learned not only 
but she learned cook, not knowing that food 
become very important her life. While she 
expecting her second child, the shock learning 
she was lose her eyesight caused immediate blind 
ness. Elena more than the story woman’s read- 
ing, woman who would have made friends and been 
success person even she had not lost her 
The tragic death her husband forced her 
means supporting herself and her two sons and 
thereby hastened her material success. 


and gratitude. story that will not forgotten 
little girl’s attempt cope with the languag 
strange country cooking and caring for baby 
ing, and wisdom teaching and demonstrating tech 
son, grandchild, friends. 

Elena Zelayeta loves people. She cooks and 
scores guests her San Francisco is? 
restaurant consultant and national consultant for 
Quaker Oats. She conducts cooking schools and with 
her sons runs successful frozen food business. 
the author other books: Elena’s Famous 
and Spanish Recipes, Lessons Living, Elena’s Fiest 
Recipes, and Elena’s Secrets Mexican Cooking. 


Carmen Collier, 
Redondo Beach, California 


Guardini, Romano The Conversion 
Newman. July 29, 1960. 258p. $3.95. 


Like all the books Guardini ,this translation ‘hi 
study St. Augustine must read 
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attempts analyse the spiritual world St. 
Augustine the time his conversion, analyse it, 
but not simply rational terms. Truth for Guar- 
(and for St. Augustine) must assimilated 
process Which demands much more than the activity 
reason. The spiritual experience truth includes 
the deep layers human personality. Truth not 
one must thinker, certainly, but also 
This book will convince the reader that Guar- 
dini qualifies both. 


Guardini’s own approach Christian reality has deter- 
mined the choice his subject. studies the spiritual 
world St. Augustine, not simply his thought. Guar- 
dini does not attempt portray the magnificent vision 
the intelligence which the great doctor the Church 
expressed his extensive literary work. His study 
more modest and more comprehensive. tries 
grasp the radical spiritual experience St. Augus- 
which he, later, built his powerful philosophical 
theology. tries reach St. Augustine level 
where thought has not yet been separated from life. 
Chapter after chapter are led through the famous 
Augustinian notions memory, inwardness, 
the rational structures these experiences projected 
the screen our intelligence, but drawing the con- 
tours the plastic existence they had the living con- 
siousness Augustine. Guardini wants present 
the world St. Augustine entered his conversion, the 
kind Christianity which experienced, peren- 
nial possibility for Christian life. 


Guardini able show that Augustine was, many 
ways, man belonging our own age. powerful 
strain skepticism was alive him. was passion- 
ately search intellectual truth; the same time 
the most rigorous demonstration left him unconvinced. 
Ina masterful analysis, the chapter entitled 
ment over Existence” Guardini portrays the inner ex- 
perience man who knows and who not con- 
vinced, one who hesitates even when presented with 
unrefutable arguments. While our intelligence may 
facing immutable truth, the very act knowing, 
grasping, not immutable but finite and conditional, 
and thus, while one may able doubt the con- 
sistency the idea, one may well question the authen- 
the act reasoning. St. Augustine desired— 
and this true also modern man—that the experi- 
ence the truth have radiant and spiritual quality, 
oer and above its rationality, which some way 
its unconditional and superior content. 
This Augustine found only faith. 


The religious and psychological struggle which St. 
Augustine underwent his conversion, his gropings, 
his reaching out for truth, his being conquered it, 
have been portrayed Guardini with eye help- 
ing the men cur own generation find that foothold 


world the spirit which the beginning per- 
transformation. seek find ourselves St. 
Augustine, then Guardini’s study invaluable guide. 


Gregory Baum, 
St. Michael’s College, 


Toronto, Ontario 
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Bosi, Roberto The Lapps 
Praeger. Dec. 14,1960. 220p. $6.50. (Ila) 


Almost entirely north the Arctic Circle, the 
northern-most portions Norway, Sweden, Finland 
and the Soviet Union, live people call the Lapps. 
That anyone should want live such environ- 
ment—so difficult and frozen and lacking many 
possibilities that would necessary for civilization 
know it—ranks mystery for most us. But 
the Lapps live there, and very successfully, too. 


However, another question immediately comes mind. 
Why should this contemporaneous people chosen 
subject for one the books the excellent series 
entitled “Ancient People and Places”? They are, in- 
deed, very much alive. One the advantages that 
cultural anthropology has long exploited that study- 
ing marginal peoples, with little contact with the out- 
side (and particularly the Western) world; conserva- 
tive, the cultures these people retain many char- 
acteristics earlier time, and give window 
the unwritten past, before history began. This window 
has used cautiously, because even the most con- 
servative culture does change, given enough time. But 
the study informative and interesting. 


The Lapps are evidently people who have their roots 
the ancient hunting cultures the Old Stone Age. 
They followed the ice, the great ice fields retreated 
northwards. Nowadays they have domesticated the 
reindeer, but there still evidence that older time. 
seems the Lapps invented the ski, many modern 
sportsmen are their debt. They share many traits 
with the other peoples who cluster circle around 
the top the world. The story the many customs 
they have slowly borrowed from their more civilized 
neighbors interesting the account their 
prehistoric traits. But with the bear-cult, their shamans, 
their cradles, their houses and their ancient religion 
they are kin the Samoyeds, the Chuckchi and other 
northern groups Asia, and the Eskimos North 
America. The Lapps furnish with window not 
only ancient world, but current one which 
different from our own fascinatingly in- 
teresting. 

usual with this series, the figures and plates are 
outstandingly good. However, for book which gives 
only sketch the ways people, suspect the 
price too high. But those interested ancient 
humanity and non-Western peoples are collecting 
this series (and they should), they should not omit 


this item. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Brief Comment 


Paddleford, Clementine How America Eats 
Scribner’s. Nov. 495p. $10.00. (I) 


outsize volume illustratedsparsely with 
five full-page color prints various foods and seven- 
teen black and white photographs regional scenery, 
the peripatetic Miss Paddleford has assembled gen- 
erous collection recipes for making tasty dishes 
the manner and after the custom the many different 


370 


states these United States, everything from almond 
tarts zucchini with tomatoes, soups, fish, salads, 
meats, desserts all kinds. Sometimes, e.g., making 
cornbread, the recipes seem first glance repeti- 
tious, but second look proves that there are subtle 
differences. The richness the variety offered the 
result some 800,000 miles traveling over the 
the past twelve years. Housewives should find this 
welcome addition the kitchen shelf cookbook 
library. 


London, Ephraim (Editor) The World Law 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 1960. Vol. 684p.; vol. II, 
780p. $17.50. 

The two volumes, sturdily boxed together and hand- 
somely printed and bound, are divided into “The Law 
Literature” volume and “The Law Litera- 
ture” volume II. The first volume includes samples 
legal action literature from the story Susanna 
and the Elders the book Daniel, through the Trial 
the Knave Hearts Looking Glass Land, the 
Court-Martial scene from The Caine Mutiny, Ben 
Hecht’s “Crime Without Passion” and Robert Bench- 
ley’s “Take the name only few the 
excerpts contained the volume. The second vol- 
ume contains pieces authors varied time and 
place Joan Arc and Judge Learned Hand, Felix 
Frankfurter nad Francis Bacon, Camus, Ghandi, Mon- 
taigne, Shaw, Zola, Clarence Darrow and James 
Boswell. For lawyer well litterateur, this suggests 
itself handsome and enjoyable gift. 


Cottrell, Leonard (Editor) 
The Concise Encyclopedia Archaeology 
Hawthorn. Oct. 14, 1960. 512p. $12.50. 


The most recent addition the series concise ency- 
clopedias which Hawthorn Books, Inc., has been issu- 
ing is, like its companion volumes, handsomely prepared 
and lavishly illustrated. The roster contributors 
(forty-eight) impressive representing some the 
leading writers archaeological subjects. The editor 
supplies introduction explaining the nature the 
science archaeology and the alphabetical presenta- 
tion subject material supplemented with selected 
bibliography for further reading and notes the con- 
tributors. This should checked item for the 
high school library and the personal reference library. 


Asimov, Isaac 

The Intelligent Man’s Guide Science 
Basic Books. Nov. 10, 1960. 853p. vols. boxed). 
$15.00. 
Professor Asimov has proved himself master writ- 
ing lucidly scientific subjects, notably least ten 
books explaining the layman and the young adult 
the complexities biochemistry, mathematics, astron- 
omy, atomic research and similar topics; also rec- 
ognized something master, too, writing, (for 
fun, says), science fiction. Now this superlative 
two volumes, has undertaken with significant suc- 
cess summarize the physical sciences, (in volume I), 
and the biological sciences (in volume II). The two 


excellently printed, (in good large type large 
spaced pages), make not only valuable gift item, 
addition libraries which herewith 
recommended. 


Hannon, Leslie (Editor) Maclean’s 
Hawthorn. Nov. 18, 1960. 248p. $8.50. 
The popular Canadian magazine Maclean’s, has 
available the editor this collection 
sketches, essays and memories its back files, and 
Mr. Hannon has judiciously selected material thy 
ranges locale from the Gaspe Peninsula across th: 
continent Vancouver island, presenting 
picture his country that once interesting 
illuminating. Besides the text, representing some 
five authors, including Thomas Costain, Mazo 
Roche, Stephen Leacock, Morley Callaghan, 
Roy, Bruce Hutchinson, there are six “albums” 
graphs full color and black and white, 
pages illustrations all, among the most interes. 
ing which are some photographs made several 
ades before 1900 Montreal photographer 
William Notman. 


Green, Stanley The World Musical 
Ziff-Davis. Nov. 28, 1960. 391p. $10.00 


Mr. Green has chosen tell the story 
musical comedy through sketches the careers th: 
chief contributors the musical comedy and 
theater from Victor Herbert the present. 
knowledges, his “Prologue,” that one might bad 
the post-Civil War era “The Black Crook” 
later, the Harrigan and Hart shows; but maintains tha 
properly American musical comedy tradition did 
begin until Victor Herbert’s first big success with “The 
Fortune Teller” 1898. Thenceforward, from Georg 
Cohan, through Friml, Kern, Romberg, 
Berlin, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Rodgers 
Hart, distinctly American form musical 
(differing from the British and the conttinental 
pean musical hall shows and operettas), began 
erge and has come fulfillment the successful 
ding book with music, story with song, 
successes Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner ani 
Loewe, and Frank Loesser, Meredith Willson and othe 
contemporary practitioners. with 
white photographs, the book also provides 
listing the musical productions chronological 
from 1894 the present and, where appropriate, add 
the recorded versions available. 


Meyer, Robert, Jr. (Editor) 

The Stars and Stripes Story World 
McKay. Dec. 504p. $5.95. 
Mr. Meyer has cleverly knit together, with 
account, actual excerpts from the various “editions” 
The Stars and Stripes published morale booster 
the most part the European and North Africa 
Theaters Operations, (the exception quoted thi 
volume the Mid-Pacific edition published Hawai 
from May, 1945 January 1946). Interviews wit! 
famous personages, on-the-spot account battles 
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land, and sea, news developments “back 
home” interest homesick Gls, stories concerning 
Spam and powdered eggs, dehydrated potatoes and the 
Cand rations, all are here chronological arrange- 
ment guaranteed make any world-war veteran 
nostalgic. The only use the famous cartoons and 
drawings that appeared the tabloid sampling 
the end papers. 


Mead, Margaret and Ruth (Editors) 


The Golden Age American Anthropology 
Braziller. Nov. 28, 1960. 630p. $10.00. 


Following the general formula previous books the 
“Golden Age” series, the editors have made selection 
writings explorers and missionaries, government 
agents and professional anthropologists concerned chief- 


the aboriginal inhabitants Central and North 
America. Bernal Diaz del Castillo, Champlain, Meri- 
wether Lewis, the Jesuit Relations, Manasseh Cutler, 
George Catlin, Lewis Morgan, Franz Boas, Robert 
are few the many students Indian cus- 
toms and represented. There are few illustrations, 
and these are line drawings. 


Nadeau, Remi 
Los Angeles: From Mission Modern City 
longmans. Dec. 5,1960. 302p. $5.95. (1) 


book that rueful account city that has 
learned its sorrow that mere size not the most 
desirable quality urban development, Remi Nadeau 
has traced its history from time the Spanish settlers 
and including the last twenty years which have 
witnessed enormous influx “easterners” and others 
attracted promises equable climate and enormous 
opportunity for gain. has not tried include the 
history the cities within city, Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills, that, admits, has already been 
adequately accomplished. But what recorded here, 
inluding chapter the “Water War” and 
“Classic Nonconformists” well mid- 
book section pages photographic reproductions 
rather haphazardly illustrates the text. Indexed. 


Flood, 

Scientific Words: Their Structure and Meaning 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Nov. 18, 1960. 220p. $3.50. (1) 
dictionary form, Dr. Flood gives the meaning 
various terms used biology, chemistry, medicine, 
physics, physiology, and similar sciences, indicating the 
structure prefix, root, sufix and other elements 
combining forms. The book makes handy reference 
guide for about 1150 words. 


linkletter, Art and Dean Jennings 
Confessions Happy Man 
Nov. 18, 1960. 250p. $3.95. 
The popular radio and star, now 48-year-old 
grandfather, tells his life’s story from the time was 
and almost immediately abandoned Chil- 


Aid Society, Arthur Gordon Kelly, soon 
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adopted Moose Jaw (Saskatchewan) couple named 
Linkletter, the present. pleasant, sunny story, 
studded with humorous anecdotes and should please 
all his many fans and give some inspiration those 
who think the world miserable place live. 


Brynner, Yul Bring Forth the Children 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 155p. $4.95. (1) 


Besides being star stage and screen, Mr. Brynner 
also special consultant the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and, fulfillment this 
responsibility, recently traveled through Europe and 
the Middle East visiting the compounds where the 
thousands thousands refugees from World War II, 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and other causes displace- 
ment, are living, many them having known other 
home for the past years. Mr. Brynner makes 
eloquent plea for help for the children born into these 
drab and almost hopeless camps. The volume illus- 
trated with many poignant photographs, taken Mr. 
Brynner himself and Inge Morath. The book and its 
subject deserve the widest interest. 


Peare, Catherine Owens 


John Keats: Portrait Words 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 17,1960. 245p. $3.50. 


this biography, like many others the author’s 
series “young adult” biographies, written for such 
limited audience, then have decided quarrel with 
it. This quarrel: how long are assume that 
young readers are incapable reading biographies that 
are not story form? John Keats’ life romantic and 
tragic; therefore has built-in interest its own. 
Why then necessary use dialogue that never 
occurred, invent scenes that appeal stock response: 
his familial concerns, his unfulfilled romance, his pas- 
sionate love nature, his Larding the tale with 
copious extracts from Keats’ poetry and letters may 
present aura authenticity, but when the author 
herself ill-equipped understand the poetry, why use 
the approach She shows herself thus incapable 
two ways: the chosen selections illustrate the life 
often not apply, and her technical knowledge 
poetry weak; for example, she says that “love” and 
“prove” forced rime! course, any biography 
that gleans the unteeming brains our young adults 
has its value, but why must short-change them? 
scholar, however, the life thoroughly inade- 
quate. glance the selected bibliography reveals 
once the strength and weakness the research. Mid- 
dleton Murry’s fine but prejudiced Keats here; 
Kenneth Muir’s Reassessment and Hyder Rollins’ excel- 
lent The Keats Circle. However, biography that 
attempts supply motivations fictionalized form, 
one amazed not find Caroline Spurgeon’s psycho- 
logical Keats and Shakespeare. Also, attempting 
show the steady advance Keats’ craftsmanship, not 
have investigated the painstaking study, Fin- 
ney’s The Evolution Keats’ Poetry, appalling 
oversight. The great contributions the New Criti- 
cism Keats studies totally neglected, is, signifi- 
cantly, Colvin’s standard life. assessing the value 
this new biography would say that fault-full 
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Amy Lowell Keats, her biography better than 
this one. Miss Lowell was least poet. 
John Murray, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

American Heritage (Periodical) 

Naval Battles and Heroes 
Narrative Wilbur Cross. Golden Press. Dec. 1960. 
1953p. illus. $3.50, library binding $3.79. (American 
Heritage Junior Library series) 
The vice president and secretary the Navy Historical 
Foundation, Rear Admiral John Heffernan, was his- 
torical consultant for the latest volume this out- 
standing series. From him and the narrator comes 
stirring account the part the American Navy has 
played national conflicts since Jeremiah O’Brien 
and his fellow Down-Easters seized British merchant 
ship 1775, down through the Tripolitan War, the 
War 1812, the Civil War, Spanish War and both 
World Wars. Attention called, also, the peace- 
time missions the 19-20th centuries designed dis- 
courage African slave ships, explore little known re- 
gions, protect American interests over the world, open 
Japan trade, and impress other nations with our 
retaliatory power. Particularly vivid are the battle 
scenes, the accounts tactics, ships and fire power, 
and the men who commanded engagements. The 
authors are not trying make the eagle scream, but 
rather are fair pointing out superior performance 
the enemy, when true, mistakes American command- 
ers, when occurring, and the significance whether great 
small some operations. Their ability make the 
reader distinguish among the hundreds operations 
which the Navy has taken part, without feeling that 
the book only catalog, noteworthy. always 
this series, reproductions bold, brilliantly colored 
paintings and black-and-white photographs from the 
various periods almost tell the story themselves. 
The reading list for young people and the bibliography 
sources are found here, well. This reader was 
pleased find among the former titles 
John Barry (Farrar, Straus, 1957), since the sometimes- 
called Father the American Navy rates only inci- 
dental mention this work. 


Bailey, Bernardine (Freeman) 

Famous Latin-American Liberators 
Illustrated Gerald McCann. Dodd. Oct. 17, 1960. 
158p. $3.00. 
After preliminary chapter Latin-American back- 
ground, Mrs. Bailey describes the courageous principals 
who did much free these states, risking health, 
property and life itself so. Many these leaders 
knew each other and worked together achieve their 
separate goal; hence their life stories are closely inter- 
twined. majority the ten are men about whom 
have heard much; some are not well known outside 
their own lands. seems ironic, the light later 


SELLER; 


history, that the man who initiated the revolt for free 
Mexico should have been the Catholic prieg, 
Miguel Hidalgo Costilla, and that was aided 
another priest, Jose Maria Morelos. Each brief 
Latin America topic great interest North 
Americans, and since the author has travelled widely 
South America, Mexico and the West Indies, her 
book recommended for senior and junior high schools, 
Sister Victor, R.S.M., 
Our Lary Mercy Academy, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Baker, Rachel and Joanna Baker Merlen 
America’s First Woman Astronomer, 
Maria Mitchell 

Messner. Oct. 17, 1960. 192p., photogs. $2.95. 


From girlhood Nantucket Island, the study the 
stars not only fascinated Maria Mitchell but also satis 
fied many needs her shy, reserved, questioning 
ture. her late teens she conducted her own 
for year and subsequently was town librarian for 
many years, but her first interest was 
vation. Clear nights found her her telescope the 
roof her home; days found her engaged astro 
nomical calculations and reading. When 1847 
the age she discovered new comet, she won the 
first many honors ever accorded woman. She met 
great European astronomers, was associated with fore 
most American scientists, contributed scientific jour 
nals, and was elected learned societies heretofore 
exclusive masculine membership. She was the first 
post she held for years and the course which 
she was.often intolerant some the current 
about education women. Though honored almos 
more than any female contemporary, she never lest her 
simplicity and dislike ostentation, her disconcerting 
habit sharp riposte, and her nice sense 
ness her best teacher, her father. reluctant crv 
sader, she nevertheless actively supported the move 
ment for women’s rights. Romance twice impinged 
upon her life, but she never married. 


This very readable narrative-biography with its pleasant 
glimpses Quaker girlhood and warm family 
tionships and minimum astronomic lore 
reading for junior misses and, barring the rather com 
monplace misconception Galileo and the Church, 
fine collateral reading for general science students. 

Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 

St. Ann’s Academy, 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Ivor Shakespeare His Time 
Nelson. Sept. 26, 1960. 238p., photogs., maps. $4.50. 


Not biography but rather picture the period 
which the great dramatist lived, this takes its 
largely from his plays, with occasional recourse 
writings his contemporaries. learn what 
2,000 souls: its schools, recreations 
house furnishings, health conditions, transportation 
inns, London and its leading figures both literary 
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theaters and their world development, actors 
and authors, mass entertainment that could support 
enthusiastic group singing, appreciation Shakespear- 
ean plays, and attendance bear-baitings and criminal 
executions with the same gusto and enjoyment, and 
fnally the contrast between the confident, cheerful 
years and the brooding, decaying Jacobean 
decades. account rich detail, exact its 
references, and fascinating its knowledgeableness. 
The author’s sympathies for things Protestant are un- 
concealed, whether this justification Elizabethan 
persecution Catholics, the controversial question 
Shakespeare’s religion, the Gunpowder Plot, the 
whole Reformation movement. But never offen- 
sive this respect. His book makes splendid collateral 
reading for both history and literature classes. 


Winston and Editors Life 

The Second World War 
Golden. Oct. 1960. 384p. 
$7.95. 
This special edition for young readers, abridge- 
ment Fred Cook the original edition. End papers 
maps the European and the Asiatic areas 
action, and there are small maps special areas scat- 
appropriately with the text throughout the book; 
hundreds photographs and, where photographs were 
impossible make, paintings made eyewitnesses 
give sense immediacy the reader; these 
are largely color. The text conden- 
sation, skillfully done, the two-volume account 
which was awarded the Nobel Prize. Indexed for 
ready reference, this indispensable book for the 
high school library. 


Commager, Henry Steele The Great Proclamation 
Bobbs. 1960. 112p., photogs. $2.95. 


Although Lincoln’s first goal the Civil War was 
preserve the Union, freeing the slaves shown have 
been his mind early the pre-inaugural speech 
gave, February, 1861, Philadelphia. His reasons 
were both moral (slavery was evil) and practical (slaves 
were aiding the Confederate cause working behind 
the battle lines). And see, both through quoted 
excerpts speeches and songs the time and through 
abundance contemporary photographs, what the 
emotional temperature was the North and the South, 
the direction the war was taking, and the President’s 
slow writing the momentous document through June 
and July, 1862, its proclamation and the reactions 
brought, and the eventual Constitutional amendment 
which extended freedom the border states well 
those rebellion. Very simply written but with due 
for the significant overtones implicit the step, 
this stirring little volume can read 6-8th graders, 
but will enlighten older readers well. 


Keith Gordon 
Romance Weights and Measures 


Johannes Troyer. Viking. Dec. 1960. 144p., 
maps. $3.50. 


For any curious young person who has ever wondered 
why furlong 660 feet long and why called 


furlong the first place, not speak why say 
Troy weight, avoirdupois, yard, ton, meter and prac- 
tically all the other units, why gets four quarts 
gasoline the gallon Canada, and why liquid 
pint not the same grain pint the United States, 
this gold mine. Beginning with post-Roman Britain, 
the author describes, against background social and 
political movements, the introduction various forms 
measurement, then goes back Egypto-Phoenician 
and Greco-Roman times, picking his British exposi- 
tion again with Alfred the Great, down through the 
unhappy introduction the German “foot-length” 
which did not fit into-the decimal divisions previously 
used, through the French adoption the metric system, 
closing with mention calculating machines the 
20th century. Though not colorful volume 
Hogben’s Wonderful World Mathematics, this 
much fuller and more detailed, and repeats little 
none the items covered that earlier work. Sources 
for data are not identified beyond mention the text 
the Flinders Petrie article the 11th Britannica, the 
Jacobus Standard Bible Dictionary and the Oxford New 
English Dictionary. The reader 
might have been helped retain the scores new 
items introduced appendix giving tables for the 
various nations and measurements had been provided, 
but the index helps here. The volume will useful 
for free reading high school and for collateral reading 
mathematics and social studies classes. 


Farge, Oliver The American Indian 
Golden. Oct. 1960. 213p. 
$5.95. 

Mr. Farge has adapted for young readers his Pictorial 
History the American Indian which reproduces here 
most the color photographs, contemporary paintings 
and prints, and the specially commissioned paintings 
Andre Durenceau that authoritative study. 
begins with account how our Amerind peoples 
arrived from Asia and spread across the continent 
North America, then treats the customs and practices 
and cultures developed each several areas: the 
northeast United States, the southeast, the woodland 
hunters the lake regions, the western farmers the 
Mississippi basin, those the high plains, the south- 
west, the plateau, great basin and California tribes, 
those the northwest and the southwest. The 
result superb book, attractive and informative. In- 
dexed for reference. 


Margaret Journey for Princess 
Farrar, Straus. Aug. 1960. 216p. $2.95. 


Girls who have enjoyed the author’s Judith France 
will eager read the story Alfred the Great’s 
daughter, 14-year-old Elstrid, whom Judith sought 
bride for her stern, dedicated son, Baudouin II. Alfred 
would have rejected the request out hand, had not 
Viking chief made the same demand behalf his 
handsome, wild son, Ragnar. Now both Ragnar and 
his father were baptized Christians, but the overlay 
Christianity was thin comparison with the unre- 
strained pagan instincts beneath. Alfred, highly 
conscious his need keep the peace with his Viking 
allies, sent the shy, newly awakening girl Rome 


pilgrimage company with her aunt and bodyguard 
knights, priests and bishop. When the aunt died 
the journey Elstrid had one warn her against the 
English-speaking lady who sought her out Rome and 
who the return journey betrayed the little company 
Ragnar and his How Baudouin made the 
rescue and how young Elstrid’s feelings toward him 
changed will delight any young reader from 16. 
The picture 9th-century England, Flanders and Rome 
lightly sketched but absorbingly real and interesting. 
The author’s Bibliographical Note, containing does 
both primary and secondary sources, assures that her 
account incidents and depiction conditions and 
atmosphere are reliable. addition, she has given 
warmhearted tale girl just blossoming into 
womanhood, unsure, unconscious her attractiveness, 
but prompt act king’s daughter should when 
emergency arises. 


Ship’s Boy with Magellan 
Illustrated William Plummer. Doubleday. Oct. 21, 
1960. 185p., map lining papers. $1.95. 


Using springboard fictional framework which 
scheming Spaniard’s attempt kill his youthful 
nephew sends the boy fleeing Magellan’s fleet, the 
author projects the famous three-year circumnavigation 
though were film unwinding. Much action, 
copious dialog, real characters playing their historic 
roles, make dynamic story which gives flesh the 
skeletal account found junior high histories. also 
introduces famous characters not found 


Lomask, Milton 


tories, such Father Pedro Valderamma (credited 
with having made “the Philippines the only predomi- 
nantly Christian area the Orient”) and Ser Antonio 
Pigafetta, Magellan’s chronicler for the voyage. The 
fictitious boy’s own story leans toward the melodrama- 
tic and less convincing. 


Macdonald, Zillah and Vivian 
Nurse Todd’s Strange Summer 
Messner. 192p. $2.59. 


This another the long line books nursing 
which are popular with teen-age girls. about Ann 
Todd who had strange summer, indeed, when she 
went seacoast village Maine care for con- 
valescent patient. Upon arrival she learned that her 
patient was Florida and would not return for 
month. Meanwhile she would stranded without 
job strange town. Boarding with the Bassett sisters 
she became aware something mysterious the fact 
that one them, who had been promising musician, 
had lost partial use one hand result improper 
care after wrist fracture. She also learned that Doctor 
McNabb was not trusted the community. Neverthe- 
less, after Ann began work with the doctor she found 
much admire him and his work. When later 
the summer she assisted him emergency operation 
she discovered they were perfect team and that what- 
ever direction his career took him she would stand 
him. The authors know nursing and have succeeded 
making the story informative well entertaining. 
Ninth-grade girls will like it. 


Sister Victor, R.S.M. 


Best 


Lucille 
Nelson. Sept. 192p. $2.95. 


The Author’s Postscript informs that this 
the Tewa Indians living the Pueblo Bonita 
Chaco Canyon, New Mexico, sometime between 
and 1275 Part the plot apparently 
trace the possible origin present-day custom 
which permits Navajo attending Pueblo 
carry off his blanket, unprotested, anything the 
village that takes his fancy. also designed 
the contrast between the civilized agrarian Pueblo 
dians the period and their half-savage, raiding 
madic neighbors the north. And have 
story adolescent girl living with her grandparents 
all whose young years have been lived under the 
threat hunger, sickness and enemy attack. After her 
grandmother dies the enemy’s hand, the girl and 
grandfather seek peace with themselves and their foes, 
There tense situation when Natoto succeeds 
warning her village approaching Navajo band, 
and amusing sequence incidents concerned with 
her testing potential mother-in-law when her 
sun chief, who buys peace for his village offering the 
raiders blanketful food and other gifts after each 
harvest, provided the visit friendly and the raiding 
ceases. The story told simply, even baldly, and 
rich social details and its racial psychology 
sound. bit Americana with which 
American girls should acquainted, easy take, 
only because its love story seems very modern spite 
centuries-old trappings. 


Nevins, Albert The Young Conquistador 
Dodd. Nov. 14,1960. 270p., maps. $3.00. 


Here watch the conquest Mexico through 
eyes fictitious teen-aged boy, whose father has 
shipped him off Cuba settle his high spirits and 
get him away from the influence dashing 
Cuba, the boy Diego observes the petty 
his cousin, the Governor Cuba, makes friends 
with the out-of-favor Hernan Cortes, and when the 
latter finagles himself into command the expedition 
against Montezuma, sent along the raid his 
uncle spy the Captain-General. his diary, 
Diego records the happenings the three-year 
paign that ended with the destruction the 
Empire, using dialog copiously lighten the narrative 
and achieve verisimilitude. The countryside, 
Indians, their wealth and culture, religious 
and methods warfare are woven neatly and 
ingly. Not surprisingly, the author’s sympathy with 
the Spanish, though does not gloss over the cruelty 
and rapacity some them. Too, makes his 
youthful diarist acknowledge that Montezuma 
‘holy his own way,” brave and noble, and that his 
fatal indecision came from 


whether not the pale newcomers were 


representatives the legendary One 
the most successful features the book the 
sive way which Diego’s maturing portrayed: from 


war-sickened youth 19, dedicated the new 


colonies for which has given sweat and blood. 
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Careers and Opportunities Science 
New revised edition. Dutton. Nov. 18, 1960. 194p., 
photogs. $3.95. 
Comparison the latest revision with the 1954 edition 
shows changes subfields covered, reworking the 
text, up-dating conditions and figures, and practic- 
ally new bibliography. Five big subfields are examined: 
three branches biology, two each chemistry and 
physics, one each geology and atomic energy. 
addition, there are chapters describing the growth 
science career over the past 100 years, the qualifica- 
tions successful scientists, the place women 
science research, and the outlook for the future. When 
the separate fields are discussed, i.e. biological chem- 
istry, physics, geology, the pattern fairly uniform 
each: the present stage development, the scientists 
who have experimented and theorized bring 
that stage, the branches which individuals may work, 
the demand for workers, the nature employment 
possible (i.e. government, industrial, private), the col- 
lege courses and degrees pursued, and the com- 
pensations both tangible and intangible obtained. 


Libraries owning the 1954 edition would well 
replace with this one, only for the new data 
science findings. (For example, one reads much about 
the optimistic belief that the ocean indispensable 
and relatively untapped source food for our rapidly 
expanding population. The author reports that various 
authorities are apprehensive about the present depletion 


ocean life, and intimates that pollution, including 


nuclear wastes, may the cause.) The appendices 
giving current income scientists the various sub- 
fields, the institutions offering academic work, the sci- 
ence courses available the enlisted man, and the 
bibliography are completely reworked and date. 
The volume both readable and practical. 


Ripley, Elizabeth Botticelli 
Lippincott. Sept. 14,1960. 68p., photogs. $3.00. 
Another the author’s art biographies, this has the 
same format the earlier volumes, biographical 
text fitted full-page, black-and-white reproductions 
the artist’s outstanding paintings. While something 
comes out about the Florentine world with its Medicis, 
Vinci, Michelangelo and Savonarola, first emphasis 
and major space goes description the paintings 
themselves. These are beautifully reproduced. The 
biographical information brief but adequate estab- 
lish the painter. 


Ross Williamson, Hugh 
Young People’s Book Saints 


Illustrated Sheilah Connelly. Hawthorn. Nov. 1960. 


239p. $3.9 


Sixty-three saints the Western Church, from the 
first the 20th centuries are the subjects many 
simply phrased accounts. Arranged chronologi- 
cally, the three-to-five-page narratives seem in- 
tended demonsctrate the author’s belief that history 
best understood “the story the dealings God 
with men, because Jesus Christ came down from 

aven live and work the world and die for 
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may why most the subjects are those 
who one time another came into conflict with 
civil authorities. But the conflicts some cases are 
not alluded to, for example Bernadette’s rough treat- 
ment petty official. other cases, there seems 
never have been any conflict, e.g., Theresa Lisieux 
and Benedict Joseph Labre. these random examples 
show, the saints are for the most part individuals famil- 
iar young readers, about whom fuller treatment 
available elsewhere. However, for certain individuals 
earlier centuries such Hermengild, Giles, Audry, 
Eulogius, Wenceslaus, Wolfgang and others, the in- 
formation will probably new. One minor source 
possible confusion may noted: the legend the 
bread turning into roses here ascribed Elizabeth 
Portugal, not Elizabeth Hungary, the separate ac- 
counts for both. The treatment suitable for 5-6th 
grades, but the volume overlong for voluntary reading 
there. Its underlying objective can probably best 
appreciated older readers for whom unfortunately 
the flat, unequivocal statements may seem childish. 
Perhaps its most successful use would reference 
work for middle and upper elementary grades. 


Danger the Mountain 


Ter Haar, Jap 
Duell. 


Translated from the Dutch Barrows Mussey. 
Oct. 186p. $3.50. 


Paul supports his mother and ailing father working 
grocery clerk, after disaster with two inexperi- 
enced climbers has forced him abandon the guide 
work loves. Often looks longingly the Matter- 
horn, knowing his frustrations and financial problems 
would solved only could regain his courage. 
Even the tempting offer William Fullmore, Eng- 
lishman and good climber, must declined although 
the fee would provide the treatment his father needs. 
Paul’s friend Rudi takes the assignment, but comes close 
losing his and Fullmore’s lives the Weisshorn 
when late-season storm impales them the moun- 
tain. Paul joins group guides who form rescue 
party and helps bring the stricken pair safety. The 
wealthy Englishman generous all, but Paul’s great- 
est reward the recapture his courage. The danger 
and excitement mountain climbing crackle through 
this boys’ bestseller from Holland. The book will ap- 
peal older teen-agers, and because occasional rough 
language should limited that group. 


Marion Lawler, 
Mahwah Elementary Schools, 
Mahwah, New Jersey 


Willis, Priscilla Jory and the Buckskin Jumper 


Illustrated Lorence Bjorklund. St. Martin’s Press. Nov. 
9,1960. 229p. $3.50. 


Determination and dreams becoming member 
the United States Equestrian team hold 14-year-old 
Jory Pinder the exacting task breaking his buck- 
skin horse, Pete, his Indiana farm home. The for- 
tunes the Pinder family hinge beef cattle, and all 
members this hard-working, close-knit family work 
toward good price the Chicago market. 
training Pete must sandwiched between school, 
farm chores and caring for his own 4-H Club calf. 
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Reverses come the form Mr. Pinder’s illness which 
doubles chores all round, and toss which break’s 
Jory’s arm. Although helped his imaginative 
younger sister Josie and his new-found friend Grace 
Caswell, Jory disappointed Barefoot William’s loss 
courage the crucial jump trials. Finally, Jory’s 
faith Pete rewarded and accepted for training 
for the Olympic team. 


Horse stories are extremely popular with the 10-14- 
year olds. This one with its soft pencil sketches, whole- 
some family values and interesting characters will 
welcome addition the collection. 


Marion Lawler 


Wyckoff, Jerome 


Golden. Oct. 1960. 


The end papers are well reproduced color photographs, 
the sand dunes Death Valley the front and 
the sea Pebble eBach the back the book; be- 
tween them are hundreds color photographs and 
paintings William Sayles, Harry McNaught and 
Raymond Perlman, and other photographs black- 
and-white and maps and drawings help the reader 
visualize the changes the face the earth through 
the ages earth. Volcanic action, erosion, the forma- 
tion minerals, the reason for earthquakes and many 
other aspects geology are treated fashion that 


The Story Geology 
(177p. 


readers from the sixth grade through high-school ages 
can understand and that will inspire larger curiosity 
this important science. Indexed for reference. 
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Grace 

More Hands for Man; Brief History 

the Industrial Revolution; 

Spencer 
Day. Oct. 192p., illus. $3.50. 
While England was becoming world empire the 
middle decades the 18th century, she was also 
veloping into the leading commercial power, especially 
the textile industry. Inventive minds were seeking 
ways increase production substituting machine 
for hand and utilizing the full the possibilities 
coal and steam power. The author graphically 
scribes the gradual evolution from domestic system 
spinning and weaving mechanized one; evolu. 
tion which was continue increasing pace for 
almost hundred years. Events are seen, her 
The Song the Streets, through the eyes typical 
family workers, with their sentiments and reactions 
skillfully interpolated into the historic narrative. She 
explores the major factors and favorable conditions that 
made England rather than any other nation the 
center this growing industrialization. Though the 
young reader may find the background English 
colonial and trading policy occasionally tedious, there 
sufficient narrative interest keep him reading. There 
also enough insistence the harrowing conditions, 
especially child labor, mines and factories and 
the appalling living conditions the workers 
score the tragic fact that much the material progress 
the epoch was made the expense human lives 
and dignity. This should make worthwhile, informative 
reading for thoughtful young people, particularly for 


social science students. 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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